
  Fall Update 2025

Summer has ended but BIMI remains busy - check out our latest news! 
Thank you to our loyal friends and donors for your ongoing support!

BIMI Announces New Leadership

We're excited to introduce two team members who bring fresh energy and
experience to BIMI... meet our new Director and Operations Manager. 

Erin Mullen, Director

Erin is taking on the role as Director in her second year
at BIMI. Erin graduated from the Coast Guard Academy
(CGA) with a Bachelor of Science degree in Marine
Environmental Science. She is a Coast Guard veteran
with extensive experience in living marine resources,
search and rescue, and marine environmental
protection. Following her military service, Erin worked in
the classroom and volunteered with the Mystic
Aquarium Animal Rescue Clinic, where she assisted in
the rehabilitation of injured and sick marine mammals.
Erin's time at sea and hands-on work has cultivated a
profound appreciation for marine life and
oceanographic sciences. She is eager to bring her
leadership skills, classroom experience and dedication
to the marine environment to her new role.

Cole Judkins, Operations Manager

Cole has extensive experience working hands-on in
marine aquatic operations including the Roger Williams
University Marine Ornamental Aquaculture Lab
(RWUMOAL) and the Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk, as
well as partnering with institutions like the New England
Aquarium and Quality Marine. He has built and
developed a marine wholesale startup from the ground-
up and has experience in marine animal husbandry,
PVC plumbing, and life support system
maintenance.  Cole holds dual bachelor’s degrees from
Roger Williams University;  Aquaculture & Aquarium
Science and Economics. Welcome Cole!

 



BIMI Educator Honored
Valerie Preler Blansfield, former BIMI Director, has been
named 2025 Educator of the Year by Southeast New England
Marine Educators (SENEME). This award is given for
innovative teaching in the classroom & teaching institutions.
Valerie received this award in recognition of the growth that
occurred at BIMI under her leadership.

Ten years ago BIMI was a small summer program comprising a
shed, two touch tanks and a driveway. Valerie grew BIMI into
today's dynamic Exploration Center & Aquarium, which is a
destination for thousands of summer visitors; conducts
educational programs for K-12 students from every corner; and
offers a competitive college internship program. During her
tenure she ensured that BIMI takes a nature-based approach
with the goal of bolstering science acumen and inspiring
commitment to conservation of the marine environment. 
Valerie is proud of BIMI’s ongoing impact and has recently
become a member of the Board of Directors.  

 

School's In Session with Out of Classroom Learning

BIMI recently hosted school groups from the Block Island School and Central Falls
High School for out of the classroom environmental education programs.  These
programs get students outside and hands-on.  They are active and designed for
experiential learning, inspiring creativity and problem solving.   Are you are interested
in bringing a group to BIMI?  Go to our website!

Learn More

https://blockislandmaritime.org/teachers/
https://blockislandmaritime.org/teachers/
https://blockislandmaritime.org/teachers/


 

Thank You to Our Inspiring Interns! 

If you have visited BIMI you have seen our interns at work!  BIMI couldn't operate
without them because they do just about everything ... education, outreach, animal
care, even their own research.  In August this outstanding group presented their
findings at the first annual Intern Symposium. They are an intelligent and inspiring
group of young people! 

If you are interested in applying for next year's internships watch BIMI's website &
social media for more info coming this winter! 

 

Your Support Matters!
Your generous contributions have allowed BIMI to be a small place making a big
impact!   This summer you made it possible to: 

Welcome nearly 9,000 summer visitors to BIMI
Care for 835 marine animals - and return them to the ocean
Keep our exploration center and aquarium donation based
Conduct 150+ educational programs for outdoor exploration, science and art
Lead out-of-classroom environmental education during the school year
Offer a competitive summer internship program
Partner with Atlantic Shark Institute and Mystic Aquarium in research and first
response to marine life

BIMI is a small place making a big impact!




